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AMENDMENTS TO THK CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) An earpiece auditory device comprising: 

a bchind-thc-ear component, the bchind-the-ear component being shaped lo fii behind 
an ear of a user, wherein said behind-the-car component comprises a module including 
processing circuitry; 

a completely-in-canal component, the completely-in-canal component being shaped to 
fit into the ear canal of the use r in ouch a mmwier «» l o tO H^4v-trhe4>orty-pei : t4oH -of-the-^nr-canal 
e£4he-user; and 

a connector physically coupling said bchind-thc-car component to said complctcly-in- 
canal component, said connector having at least one end dctachably physically coupled to 
said behind-lhe-ear component or said completely-in-canal component, wherein said 
connector is designed to include a portion of said connector within the ear cannel of the user, 
and s aid connector being sufficie ntly riftid so as to all ow said connector to be used to insert 
ajul^ujn oye the completely-in-canal comp onent from the ear c anal of the user . 

2. (Original) The device of claim 1 wherein said completely- in-canat component 
further comprises a speaker. 

3. (Original) The device of claim 2 wherein said physically coupling includes 
communicatively coupling said behind-the-car component to said completely-in-canal 
component; and wherein at least one of the at least one detachable physical coupling includes 
a detachable communicative coupling, 

4 . ( C urrcnt 1 y Amend ed ) The devi ce of e 1 ai m 1 further comprising an ear mold 
co upled t o the co mpletely- in-cana I component, wherein the ear mo l d seals the ear ca n al wh en 
•i^idjLPJn^ etej^-ln-can al component is inserted into the car canal of the user ^-whetsei-t^-H't- 
ieft^^OH«^f^e-at-»toa&t^ne-det«lM^ 

5. (Currently Amended) The device of claim t further c omprisi ng an ear mold 
coupled to the comp le tely -in-canal c omponent, wherein the ear mold is vented such that the 
ear_ca L nnl js not seale d when said completely-in- c anal compon ent is inserted into the ear canal 

eomf^etefy-w-efl+m (-c-emponertt . 
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6. (Original) The device of claim 3 wherein said connector comprises: 
at least one wire cable; and 

at least one fastener physically, as well as communicatively, coupled to said behind- 
t he-ear component or said complelcly-in-cnno! component; wherein at least one of said at 
least one fastener provides at least one of the at least one detachable physical coupling. 

7. (Original) The device of claim 6 wherein at least one of said at least one 
fastener is operable to prohibit an undesirable external element From interfering with a 
detachable communicative coupling between said connector and said behind-thc-ear 
component, 

S. (Original) The device of claim 6 wherein at least one of said at least one 
fastener is operable to prohibit an undesirable external element from interfering with a 
detachable communicative coupling between said connector and said eompletely-in-canal 
component. 

9. (Original) The device of claim 6 wherein the at least one detachable 
communicative coupling includes a hole and prong arrangement. 

10. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 6 wherein said speaker is 
delachably physically coupled to an ear mold. 

I 1 . (Original) The device of claim 10 wherein said eompletely-in-canal 
component further includes a speaker receiving member, and wherein said connector includes 
a speaker fastener dctachably physically coupled to said speaker receiving member. 

12. (Original) The device of claim 11 wherein said speaker is dctachably 
physically coupled to said speaker fastener. 

I 3, (Original) The device ofclaim 12 wherein the detachable physical coupling 
between said speaker and speaker fastener includes a detachable communicative coupling. 

14. (Original) The device of claim 6 wherein said at least one fastener includes a 
fastener dctachably physically coupled to said module of said behind-the-ear component. 
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1 5. (Original) The device of claim 14 wherein the detachable physical coupling 
between said fastener and said module includes a detachable communicative coupling. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) The device ofclaim 10 wherein said ear mold is a 
universal lit ear mold. 

I 7. (Original) The device ofclaim 1 wherein said compJctcly-in- -canal component 
is an open mold configuration. 

1 X. (Original) The device of claim lj wherein said processing circuitry includes 
sound processing circuitry. 

19. (Original) The device ofclaim 18 wherein said sound processing circuitry 
includes sound amplification circuitry. 

20. (Original) The device ofclaim 18 wherein said sound processing circuitry 
includes sound reduction circuitry. 

21. (Original) The device of claim I wherein said behind-the-car component 
further includes a microphone. 

22-29. (Cancelled) 

30. (Original) The device ofclaim 1 wherein at least one of the at least one 
detachable physical coupling includes at least one pro jection of said connector engaging at 
least one groove of said behind-the-car component or said completely-in-canal component. 
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3 1 . (Currently Amended) An earpiece auditory device comprising: 

a behind-thc-ear component, the behind-the-ear component being shaped to fit behind 

an car of a user, said behind the ear component comprising a module including processing 

circuitry; 

a complctcly-in-canal component, the complctely-in-canal component being shaped to 
fit into the car canal of the use r in r . uch a rmmn er-^s4o4ouelvthe bony-|^^ 
eaF-eanul, said completely- in-can a 1 component JinlJier comprising nn ear mold; 

means for physically coupling said complet:e!y-in-canal component to said behind- 
the-ear component, wherein said means for physically coupling includes means for 
detachably physically coupling .said cornptetely-in-canal component to said bchind-the-ear 
component, and wherein said means for physically coupling is shaped to place a portion of 
said means for physically coupling within the ear canal of the user, said means for physically 
c^ojjrjUng b eing sufficiently rigid so as to allow said means for physically coupling to be used 
t o insert and remove the compleiely-in-c anal component from the car ca nal of the user. 

32. (Original) The device of claim 31 wherein said completely- ileoanal 
component further includes a speaker. 

33. (Original) The device of claim 32 wherein said means for physically coupling 
includes means for communicatively coupling said behind-the-ear component to said 
completely-in-canal component, and wherein said means for detachably physically coupling 
includes means for detachably communicatively coupling said completely-in-canal 
component to said behind-the-ear component 

34. (Original) The device of claim 33 wherein said means for detachably 
physically coupling includes means ibr detachably physically coupling at said bchind-the-car 
componenl, 

35. (Original) The device of claim 34 wherein said means for detachably 
physically coupling also includes means for detachably physically coupling at said 
completely-in-canal component. 
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36. (Original) The device of claim 33 wherein said complctely-in-canal 
component further includes a speaker receiving member and wherein stud means for 
physically coupling includes a speaker fastening means. 

37. (Original) The device of claim 36 wherein said means for detachably 
physically coupling includes means for detachably physically coupling said speaker to said 
speaker fastening means. 

3S. ( Original) Tine device of claim 36 wherein said means for detachably 
physically coupling includes means for detachably physically coupling said speaker fastening 
means to said speaker receiving member. 

39. (Original) The device of claim 3 1 wherein said processing circuitry includes 
sound processing circuitry. 

40- (Original) The device of claim 39 wherein said sound processing circuitry 
includes sound reduction circuitry. 

41- 44. (Cancelled) 
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45. (Currently Amended) A method for providing a plurality of earpiece auditory 
device components, a portion of which may be assembled to form an earpiece auditory device 
tailored to a user, said method comprising: 

providing a plurality of behind-thc-ear components from which a bchind-the- ear 
component operable to facilitate the user's intended use for the earpiece auditory device may 
be selected, wherein each of said bchind-the-car components comprises a module including 
processing circuitry; and 

providing a plurality of connectors from which a connector of sufficient length may 
be sejeej ed to physically couple a selected bchind-the-car component, when said selected 
behind-the-ear component is placed behind the car of the user a to a complctely-in-canal 
component when said complctely-in-canal component is placed inside the car canal of the 
tiscr-'S^<4ee|>-ns- to tot> c^-th6-bony-porliotH»l-4 , ie oar canal may be selected , wherein said 
connector of sufficient length is shaped to place a portion of said connector within the ear 
canal of the user when said complctely-in-canal component is placed in the car canal of the 
user, and wherein said connector of sufficient length includes at least one end operable 1o 
detachably physically couple to said selected behind-thc-ear component or said complctely- 
in-canal component, and said connector of sufllciem le ngth is sufficiently rigid so as to all ow 
said connector of s ufficient, leng th to be used to insert and re move the completclY-in-canal 
^QBll^Ll^n^ fro m the ear canal o f t he user -wfoer-e m an id completely i n canal comp etent 
£ompfises~att -ear-meki-awd-tipeakw. 

46. (Original) The method of claim 45 wherein said connector of sufficient length 
is operable to communicatively couple said selected bchind-the-car component to said 
completely-in-canal component, and wherein at least one of the nt least one end of said 
connector of sufficient length operable to detachably physically couple to said selected 
behind-thc-ear component or said completeiy-in-cannl component is also operable to 
detachably communicatively couple to said selected bchind-the-car component or said 
complctely-in-canal component. 

47. (Original) The method of claim 46 wherein said plurality of said bchind-the- 
car components includes a bchind-the-car component fluing behind the ear of the particular 
user in such a manner as to be made invisible by the user*s ear. 
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48. (Original ) The method of claim 46 wherein said plurality of said hehhuMhc- 
car components includes at least two behind-thc-ear components of different dimensions. 

49. (Original) The method of claim 46 wherein said plurality of said behind-the- 
ear components includes at least one behind-thc-ear component having sound processing 
circuitry. 

50. (Original) The method of claim 49 wherein said at least one behind-thc-ear 
component having sound processing circuitry includes at least one behind-thc-ear component 
including sound reduction circuitry. 

5 1 . (Original) The method of claim 40 wherein said at least one bchind-thc-car 
component having sound processing circuitry includes at least two bchind-thc-car 
components having different sound processing circuitry. 

52. (Original) The method of claim 46 wherein said plurality of behind-the-ear 
components includes at least one behind-the-ear component having a microphone. 

53. (Cancelled) 

54. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 46 wherein said method further 
comprises: 

providing a plurality of ear molds w hich connect t o said complete! v-in-canal 
components from which said ear mold e^mi^etetv^in-canal-eoinponenl may be selected. 

55. (Original) The method of claim 46 wherein said method further comprises: 
providing a plurality of at least one clement to be included in said compleleiy-in-canal 

component, from which at least one ol the elements to be included in said completcly-in- 
canal component may be selected. 

56. (Original) The method of claim 55 wherein said plurality of at least one 
element includes at least two ear molds of differing dimensions at least one of which fits the 
user's ear structure. 
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57. (Original) The method of claim 55 wherein said plurality of at least one 
element includes at least one universal lit earmold. 

58. (Original) The method of claim 55 wherein said plurality of at least one 
element includes a plurality of speakers. 

59. (Original) The method of claim 58 wherein said plurality of speakers includes 
at least two speakers having different performance characteristics. 

60. (Original) The method of claim 45 wherein said connector of sufficient length 
includes at least one wire cable and at least one fastener operable to facilitate a detachable 
physical coupling. 
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